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Thank you for your letter dated 19th February, following up a number of points from my
appearance before the Equal Opportunities Committee on 5th February, as part of the
Committee's follow up inquiry into 'Having and Keeping a Home: Steps to preventing
Homelessness amongst Young People'.

I have addressed your points below, using the Committee's questions from your letter as
headings for convenience:

1. How the Scottish Government measures statistics on the number of people, and
specifically young people, being classed as intentionally homeless;

The Scottish Government measures statistics on the number of cases assessed as
intentionally homeless though the HL 1 data collection. This data collection gives case level
information on the characteristics of all households applying as homeless, including ages.
The HL 1 return also records the hornelessness assessment decision; which includes
intentionality, and the case outcome. Information is submitted. quarterly by local authorities
and is published on the Scottish Government website. A full data specification of the HL 1
Return is also available on the Scottish Government website.

2. Whether the Scottish Government has faced any early difficulties in collection and
collation of PREVENT1 statistics;

Three local authorities were unable to submit the first six months of data in time for the initial
PREVENT1 publication, which was published on 27 January 2015. However, the first nine
months of data has now been received from all 32 authorities. As with any new data
collection, a few data quality issues have been identified in the data, and these are detailed
at the back of the most recent publication (paragraph 13.2). We are working with local
authorities to address these issues.
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The next PREVENT1 data will be published on Tuesday 30th June 2015 alongside the
annual homelessness publication. Both sets of statistics will cover the period to 31 March
2015.

3. The Scottish Government's approach to addressing issues around housing supply and the
knock on effect of availability of suitable housing under the housing options approach;

Housing has, and will continue to have, a crucial role to play in how we tackle poverty and
inequality. A priority for this Government is to increase the supply of housing across all
tenures in Scotland and, in particular, the delivery of social housing. That is why two thirds
of our five year affordable housing target is for social rented homes.

We also remain committed to helping people on low to moderate incomes access home
ownership, or a home at mid-market rent, and this can have the added benefit of freeing up
more homes for those in need of a social rented home.

From 2012-2013, a new resource planning approach has been adopted, enabling each
council to exercise its strategic role more flexibly and to put forward to Scottish Government
strategic local proposals for social and affordable housing developments, based on their
Local Housing Strategy.

4. How the Scottish Government does, or intends to, include housing within the GIRFEC
approach and the implementation of the Children and Young People Act;

During my attendance at the evidence session on 5th February, I agreed to write to Fiona
McLeod MSP, Acting Minister for Children and Young People, to highlight some of the points
raised by the Committee. I did this and raised some of the specific questions I was asked at
the evidence session. However, I understand that the Committee also wrote separately
requesting a direct response on these issues from the Minister.

Ms McLeod's response to the Committee sets out our agreed approach for ensuring strong
links are maintained between Scottish Government housing and homelessness policy, and
policies to address the needs of children and young people, including care leavers.

5. How the Scottish Government aims to ensure that housing considerations are built into a
range of policy areas across its departments;

There are a number of ways in which the Scottish Government aims to ensure joined up
working across Government, and importantly across its stakeholder partners, in relation to
housing policy and delivery.

Firstly, the portfolio of the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Communities and
Pensioners' Rights covers a wide range of policy areas that link to housing. These include
welfare, measures against poverty, homelessness, regeneration as well as planning, building
standards, local government, community empowerment and town centres.
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The Scottish Government has also published a number of strategies for housing since 2011
(including Homes Fit for the 21st Century, The Sustainable Housing Strategy, the Private
Rented Sector Strategy, a Housing Strategy for Older People). The approach outlined in
these strategies and the breadth of the Cabinet Secretary's portfolio both ensure a focus on
joint working by departments on issues that cut across housing.

Secondly we have agreed an outcomes framework for housing and regeneration based on
our vision for the future of housing and regeneration in Scotland. The Scottish Government
considers that this outcomes focussed approach helps public services and other key
contributors to work together effectively to make a difference to the quality of life and
experience for the people of Scotland.

It shifts the focus of policy from being on processes and inputs, to a greater emphasis on the
impact that the policy and its delivery has. Setting out the vision and outcomes for housing
and regeneration nationally, enables the Scottish Government and external partners to adopt
a shared understanding of what needs to be achieved for people, homes and communities
across Scotland. More information on the Outcomes Framework is available on the Scottish
Government website at http://www.gov.scotITopics/8uilt-EnvironmentlHousing/reform/HARO

Thirdly, we have been working closely with members of the Housing Policy Advisory Group
(now expanded and renamed as the Joint Housing Policy and Delivery Group) and others
from across the housing sector to harness the collective knowledge, expertise and ideas
from a wide range of stakeholders to help identify actions to be taken forward into a Joint
Delivery Plan for Housing in Scotland. This process started in 2014 with a series of
Roundtable discussions focussed on the themes of Home, Support and Place which helped
to shape The Scottish Housing Event on 18 November. These involved stakeholders from a
wide range of organisations as well as officials from departments across the Scottish
Government. More information is available on the Scottish Government website at
http://www.gov.scotlTopics/8uilt-EnvironmentlHousing/reformIhousing-event

The Housing Event was only one part of an on-going process of co-production between the
Scottish Government and stakeholders; the work has continued as we have developed the
draft Delivery Plan with stakeholders. The Plan is not intended to capture all of the work by
the Scottish Government and its partners, but rather, to sharpen our delivery focus on critical
actions that the Scottish Government and stakeholders agree are vital at this time. The Plan
will be published in April 2015.

On the specific issue of homelessness, I have previously outlined to the Committee the vital
role I believe the cross sector Homelessness Prevention and Strategy Group (HPSG) can,
and already does, play in ensuring homelessness policy is linked to a range of different
policy areas. I informed the Committee at the recent evidence session that homelessness
amongst young people is a standing item for the Group and the Group has since met to
discuss its workplan for the coming period. Importantly, I can also inform to the Committee
that a representative from NHS Health Scotland has recently agreed to become a member of
the Group, strengthening the vital policy link between health and homelessness.
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This link is particularly important at this time, with the availability of appropriate good quality
housing and housing services identified as making an important contribution to the success
of the integration of health and social care. Health boards and local authorities will be
required to put in place their local integrated arrangement by April 2015 with the full
integration of services across Scotland expected by April 2016. The Scottish Government is
funding the Joint Improvement Team (JIT) to work with housing partners at local level across
many aspects of the integration process to ensure that there is full recognition of the
importance of people's home and neighbourhood to their health and wellbeing. The housing
sector has also contributed at national level through involvement in working groups on the
Health and Wellbeing Outcomes, Strategic Planning and Locality Planning.

6. Whether planned guidance for staff on housing options will take into account the need for
a professional-level approach to decision-making and whether there will be ongoing training
for staff given the importance of the role.

Guidance is being developed on Housing Options by a small group of local authorities,
COSLA, ALACHO and the Scottish Government. This ensures that the experience of
services can inform the development of the guidance. A wide consultation exercise took
place in November 2014 and this has helped inform the next stage of the development of the
guidance.

The guidance will inform strategic and operational staff about their appropriate roles in
relation to housing options/prevention and including decision making. Performance
management will also be included in the guidance, identifying the tools that are required to
ensure accuracy and consistency of approach. As indicated at my evidence session,
preventing homelessness amongst young people will be included within the Guidance.

Alongside the guidance, through Scottish Government funding, all five housing options hubs
are working on the development of a training toolkit that will be applicable across Scotland.
This will enable all local authorities to identify training on housing options including an
introduction to housing options, accessing and maintaining accommodation and other areas
that will impact on sustaining accommodation such as income, health and employment. This
reflects the importance of having a well-trained, and informed, staff group to implement
housing options.

Finally, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to appear before the Committee on 5th

February. I would like to re-state the Scottish Government's commitment to tackling and
preventing homelessness amongst young people and I look forward to continuing to work
with the Committee and other partners to address this important issue.

Kind regards

MARGARET BURGESS
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